Bringing Literacy to life beyond the typical Story Book

Marvin’s Story Time Show, an online and in person literacy
programme for children with complex needs

By Gwyn McCormack, Positive Eye, UK.

Imagine the joy for a family......

The little girl traces around the bright sparkly characters.
She blows kisses to the storyteller.

Her mom says, “The Story Time Show is the highlight of this little girl’s
week. She just loves the Story Time Show.”

This little girl has participated in an inclusive story time with her family for
the last 2.5 years and she absolutely loves it. She responds and has
shown increased vocalisation, visual attention, concentration,
engagement.

The Marvin Story Time Show Literacy Programme is successful because
it is very simple, stripped back inclusive model of literacy places children
with complex needs as the starting point for story rather than the final
add on.

For many children the typical story book is not accessible, impacting on
their access to literacy opportunities and also to participation in family
story time. Through this model, story is brought to life beyond the typical
story book and literacy and learning happens — with success! Inclusion
of children with complex learning needs becomes the starting point for
story time.

“If we start by meeting the needs of those who need it the most to be
included beautiful things happen.”
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The model can work for all children, young people, and adults inclusively
of those with complex needs, hearing impairment, vision impairment,
cerebral vision impairment, their siblings and wider family members too.

Mom Teresa describes this eloquently in her Story Time Show Wish.

“My wish for the Story Time Show is exposure because so many children
who are challenged in learning nationwide, worldwide, would benefit
from this. My family was introduced to Positive Eye through our child’s
therapist and her witness of the joy it brings for another client. We are
grateful someone took the initiative to design this form of teaching,
specifically for these children. With Positive Eye these children are
absorbing what is presented. They are responsive, they are engaging,
they are learning and happy to be included. They need something too
and this is the bridge.”

What is the inclusive literacy model, Marvin’s Story Time Show?

The model is designed to incorporate teaching and learning strategies
and accessible opportunities to participate in an online story time by the
whole family or class, inclusively.

The core literacy skills threaded through the model are:

e Fine Motor

e Auditory and Language

e Tactile Discrimination

e Concept Development (all skills come from this point. This is the
Jumbo Jet plane. E.g. Focus on exploration and understanding of
the ‘ness’ of the object.)

e Visual Skills: Visual Awareness, Visual Attention, Fixation,
Tracking, Scanning, Visual Discrimination of Objects and Images,
Identification of print, number, shape

e Book and story (this may not necessarily have to be in the shape
of a typical book for every child)

e Taste and smell

| refer to these core literacy skills as Rainbow Arrow Planes that fly with
the child through their lives. Each literacy skill represents a Rainbow
Arrow Plane. The planes will never leave the child but the set of skills
the child requires to access literacy will develop and change. This model
provides the opportunity to strengthen these skills and can easily be
adapted to meet the individual need of each child.
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Marvin’s Story Time Show uses high contrast glittery characters
presented against an uncluttered black background to maximise access,
develop visual attention, engagement and increase engagement and
participation.

Each show follows the same structure incorporating specific elements to
maximise the opportunity to increase literacy skills: a huge happy loud
welcome, rainbow wheel spins, cheerful, happy songs, time spent saying
‘Hi’ to the children, a chat/wave to Marvin, a story told with high energy
using glittery homemade characters and a craft made live on the show
linked to the story.

Here are some of these aspects and why they are included:
Marvin

Chatting mid-show with Marvin promotes friendship, imaginary play,
social interaction, and connections. Marvin loves every child/young
person/adult who watches the show and he is friends with everybody!
He’s kind, helpful, funny and friendly and very enthusiastic in everything
he enjoys doing!

Rainbow Wheel Spins

e The rainbow wheel is bright and colourful and | spin it at the
beginning and end of the show.

e This is a significant visual stimulation opportunity

e This visual stimulating action is repeated to encourage visual
attention (looking) towards the screen

e | purposefully use a loud ‘wheee-wheee-wheee!’ as | spin the
wheel to engage the children and encourage them to know where
to look

¢ | build the anticipation with an enthusiastic voice and count down
to the rainbow wheel spinning

e S0 many parents have shared with me how their children love this,
either the rainbow spinning or the sound, or both!

Name call outs

| wear red gloves with large yellow pompoms glued to the palms. This
provides an additional point of high contrast focus. The impact of these
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gloves is significant. | have success every time | use them. | witness this
when | present in person shows to children in schools.

| wear black framed glasses and red lipstick to ensure | make my face
easy to see. High contrast faces for anyone working with a child with a
vision loss, is a crucial strategy to implement. How does the child see
and interpret subtle facial expressions otherwise? We don'’t think twice
about adding a black line to an image, this is the same principle, yet
perhaps is something we tend to shy from doing. It supports
development of positive social skills, understanding of a smile, a
happy/sad face.

Name call opportunities are offered to the children watching the show.
Imagine how exciting it is to hear your name. | use an enthusiastic voice
to encourage engagement and connection. Working with high energy
helps connect with children who | am expecting to connect with through
the screen. Now, after four or five years, when | see the children taking
part, | know that if they could climb through the screen they would do!
Repeating each child’s name repeatedly using a sing-song voice gives
time for connection and it’s fun!

The story

During the show | tell a chapter of the Marvin adventure with
enthusiasm! | use glittery story characters to attract the children’s
attention. The glittery paper promotes visual skills: Visual Attention,
Fixation, Tracking and Scanning. Everyone participates in their own way
during the story:

E.Q.

e Some children read along in braille or print

e Some children listen to the story

e Some children love to look at the glittery characters and enjoy
their movement

e Some children love listening to my voice

e Some children love the rhythm and song during the story

e Some children love to call out to me during the story!

e Some children laugh and giggle all the way through

e Some children who may not usually join the group, do so, with a
smile on their face the whole way through.
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There are songs for each adventure. Songs to welcome, to say goodbye
and a song composed for the parents bring a special quality to this
purposefully home crafted show.

The show is purposefully home crafted. Gwynnie-Gwyn-Gwyn the
storyteller is neither actor nor singer, it is not a rehearsed theatre
performance. If this model were to change significantly, it would lose its
purpose and may no longer be as effective. One of its purposes and
benefits is to encourage parents and teachers to become the
enthusiastic storyteller, loose inhibitions and find their inner child again.

The model works in several ways:

e Engages, increases vocalisation, concentration, participation and
as a result increases the child’s literacy access skills because
access has been enabled to story time which includes them

e Empowers parents and gives them confidence to know the starting
point for story time for their child

e The whole family feel included in Story Time

e Children that you wouldn’t think would watch for one minute watch
the whole show with complete concentration and constant and
consistent attention.

e Children who don't lift their head because it's too hard, lift their
head and watch the whole show

e Children who may sleep or not engage with other media, wake up
for this show and watch the whole show

e Parents love to see their children having the best joy and FUN that
this simple show brings. They want to participate in fun story time
at home just like everyone else

A Mom shares the life changing impact for her daughter

“My wish for the Story Time Show is for more families to learn and
explore this wonderful platform. The way my daughter has tracked the
movement on this show and be able to engage in the crafts afterwards
has been a life changing experience for her. It is a true testament of
accessibility and inclusion for all children. What is even more amazing is
that my daughter is able to watch and engage with these stories with her
siblings. It's a bridge in learning that allows her to share true enjoyment
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with her family. We are forever grateful to Gwyn and the Story Time
Show for bringing the joy of learning to our daughter.”

But... most importantly from the child, young person perspective, it's
about having the best FUN!
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